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September 2021 

Welcome to this edition of the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process Newsletter, 

we hope you all enjoyed a good summer break!  

We are now preparing for several events related to Natura 2000 and the EU’s 

Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. Hopefully this autumn we will be able to meet live 

again! Check out the events calendar below, as well as the regularly updated 

information on the platform and wiki. 

 

In this edition:   

 Events calendar 

 Meeting reports 

 Other news  

 

For all our latest information, visit our NaturaBioGeo wiki 

If you have any questions, comments or remarks about the content of this 

newsletter, please do contact us at natura2000platform@wur.nl 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1590574123338&uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1590574123338&uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/display/NATURABIOGEO/Working+together+for+Natura+2000
mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl
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Further updates can be found on our wiki, or by following our Twitter account. 

 

The European Commission, Member States and representatives of stakeholder 

organisations at EU level are currently planning the future biogeographical 

seminars, where they will jointly review progress made and difficulties 

encountered in the implementation of two targets under the EU biodiversity 

strategy to 2030: the target on protected areas (protection of 30% of EU land 

and sea, 10% strictly protected) and the target on improvement of the 

conservation status of 30% of the protected habitats and species not yet in a 

favourable status. 

Preparatory meetings will be organised in the coming months, and 

biogeographical seminars are expected to start from the end of 2022 onwards. 

Details on these meetings will be confirmed in due time. 

In parallel, the steering committees for the different biogeographical regions will 

meet to update the regional road maps for transnational cooperation on the 

implementation of Natura 2000. Of course, our related programme of 

networking events will be going on, as seen below. 

  

You are most welcome to contribute to these initiatives, which we trust will help 

us achieve the goals of the EU biodiversity strategy to 2030! 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/display/NATURABIOGEO/Working+together+for+Natura+2000
https://twitter.com/biogeoprocess?lang=en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/policy-documents/eu-biodiversity-strategy-for-2030-1
https://www.eea.europa.eu/policy-documents/eu-biodiversity-strategy-for-2030-1


 

Central Atlantic Flyway - Atlantic and Continental Natura 2000 sites as migration 

hotspots, 4-5 October, online 

This online event will be hosted by BirdWatch Ireland, assisted by the Royal 

Society for the Protection of Birds (UK) as well as the Polish Society for the 

Protection of Birds. It follows on from the two successful events held in 

November 2021 for migration hotpots in the Baltic region and for the protection 

of meadow birds.  

 

Based on a list of priority migratory bird species, participants will identify key 

Natura 2000 SPAs and other protected areas along the East Atlantic Flyway that 

require restoration or improved management. The countries covered will 

include Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg and the 

Netherlands as well as the United Kingdom. 

 

For further information about this event please contact Sviataslau Valasiuk, 

sviataslau.valasiuk@otop.org.pl 

 

 

Back to the past: is the brown bear returning? 28-29 October, Braganca, Portugal 

The purpose of this networking event is to anticipate what will become an 

important conservation challenge to be addressed over the coming years: the 

potential return of the European Brown Bear to the North of Portugal, and their 

coexistence with local populations. 

The European Brown Bear (Ursus arctos) has been considered extinct in 

Portugal since the middle of the 19th century. However, a 2018 European study 

indicates the North of Portugal as a suitable habitat area for Brown Bear 

recolonisation, namely in areas within Natura 2000 sites. Moreover, dispersing 

bears have been detected near the Portuguese border with Spain, and the 

occasional presence of a male Brown Bear in the SCA Montesinho/Nogueira has 

been genetically confirmed. 

 

https://birdwatchireland.ie/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/baltic-n2000-sites-as-migration-hotspots.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/protection-of-meadow-birds-in-the-eu.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/protection-of-meadow-birds-in-the-eu.htm
mailto:sviataslau.valasiuk@otop.org.pl


The event will be hosted by Palombar  (Nature Conservation and Rural Heritage 

Association), in partnership with AEPGA (Association for the Study and 

Protection of Donkeys), Bragança Council, Bragança Polytechnic Institute and 

ICNF (Nature Conservation and Forests Institute). It will bring together Spanish 

and Portuguese specialists, nature conservation authorities and relevant 

stakeholders – with the aim to increase cross-border cooperation and 

knowledge exchange on co-existence with bears on the Iberian peninsula.  

 

Disentangling the complexity and variability of Mediterranean temporary ponds 

(habitat type *3170), February or March 2022 

This event, initially planned for autumn 2021, has been postponed until February 

or March 2022. A wider audience of international experts will thus have an 

opportunity to meet in a live setting and visit some important areas of the Lazio 

region to discuss the identification of one of the dominant vegetation 

communities of the Mediterranean temporary ponds (Isoëto-Nanojuncetea) 

during its vegetation period, which usually begins in February. They will also 

possibly observe or participate in the translocation activities of some of the 

habitat's keystone species whose propagation is currently tested in the Botanical 

Garden of Rome (project LIFE PRIMED). 

 

The effects of observer variation on field monitoring data and integrating new 

technologies for monitoring in Natura 2000 site management, date to be 

confirmed, Zagreb, Croatia  

Initially planned for October 2021, this event has now been postponed. Please 

keep an eye on this website or the Eurosite eNewsletter. More information 

regarding the programme and registration will follow soon. 

 

Restore and maintain Mediterranean wooded pasture habitats (H6310, 

dehesas,  91B0 Thermophilous Fraxinus angustifolia woods), autumn 2022, 

Spain. 

Initially planned for 2021, this event has been postponed to autumn 2022. 

https://www.palombar.pt/pt/
https://www.aepga.pt/
https://www.icnf.pt/
https://www.lifeprimed.eu/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
https://www.eurosite.org/news/
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Third Mediterranean seminar, 4-7 May 2021 

In our previous newsletter we announced the publication of the summary 

report, following the Mediterranean seminar which was held online during May 

2021. We are pleased to announce that the full report is now available online 

here.  

 

 

Steering Committee meeting Continental biogeographical region, 23 June 2021 

On 23 June 2021 a Steering Committee meeting was held. With representatives 

from the Continental region, eight countries in total participated as well as 

representatives of stakeholder organisations. 

During the meeting the Continental road map was ‘revisited’. Participants 

discussed the achievements and actions taken, as well as the outstanding 

actions. Based on the discussions, priorities were defined to update the road 

map and to prioritise actions from the existing list of ideas. The revised roadmap 

will soon be made available. 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/third_mediterranean_seminar.htm


 

 

Baltic Natura 2000 sites as bird migration hotspots, 19-20 November 2020 

This networking event, organised by BirdLife Poland and the University of 

Gdansk, brought together 24 Natura 2000 management experts and specialists. 

The aim was to review current management approaches in the region’s Natura 

2000 sites, identify the precise gaps and needs for conserving migratory birds; 

and elaborate management practices that can be introduced into the Natura 

2000 system along the entire length of the East Atlantic Flyway in the EU.  

The full report is now available online here, along with a draft list of next actions.  

 

 

ASCOBANS workshop on management of MPAs for small cetaceans, 18 May and 

7-9 June 2021 

This event was mandated by the 25th Meeting of the ASCOBANS Advisory 

Committee, jointly organised by the Finnish Ministry of the Environment, WWF 

Germany, WWF Sweden, Coalition Clean Baltic, the Natura 2000 Biogeographical 

Process and ASCOBANS. 

It went ahead online on 18 May and 7-9 June 2021 and reviewed experiences on 

best practice approaches to MPA management and to taking them beyond being 

paper parks. The workshop was highly interactive and participants and 

organisers have gone on refining its findings and defining expected follow-ups 

since.  

Documents and presentations relating to this event can be found here and you 

can make a note that the report is expected to come out by the first week of 

October. It will be disseminated widely and in particular to ASCOBANS Parties.  

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/baltic-n2000-sites-as-migration-hotspots.htm
https://www.ascobans.org/en/meeting/ascobans-workshop-management-mpas-small-cetaceans


 

Photo: Viper’s-bugloss, Echium vulgare, Source: NatureBureau 

 

Natura 2000 Awards: apply before 14th October! 

In case you know of projects that would deserve EU recognition for their 

conservation, communication, socio-economic or transboundary achievements, 

applications for the European Natura 2000 Award have now been extended, and 

can still be submitted until 14 October here. 

 

 

One-hour session on the use of the Natura 2000 logo on goods and services at 

the 19th EU Week of the Regions and Cities “Together for recovery”, 13 October 

2021, online 

The informative session “Natura 2000 logo for goods and services - supporting 

nature and people for a sustainable recovery” (13INFO21586) will introduce the 

Natura 2000 logo as an opportunity for promoting sustainable services and 

goods that contribute to the objectives of the EU Natura 2000 network of 

protected areas. It will discuss the opportunities and challenges of its use and 

the contribution of regional and local authorities in creating new partnerships 

and rebuilding a post-COVID-19 sustainable economy that has the protection 

and restoration of nature at its heart. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/awards/index_en.htm


This year, as the pandemic has reshaped the political agenda at all levels, the 

European Week of Regions and Cities (#EURegionsWeek) – which is the biggest 

annual Brussels-based event dedicated to regional policy – will put the crisis and 

its health, social and economic aspects, its impact on people and local 

communities, and possible EU measures for the recovery at the core of the 

public debate. It will focus on the capacity of the EU and of national and regional 

governments to support European citizens and their local communities, with 

practical measures and public policies aimed at investing in a fairer, greener and 

more digital future.  

The session will take place online on 13 October 2021 from 14:30 to 15:30. 

Registration is now open: Natura 2000 logo for goods and services - supporting 

nature and people for a sustainable recovery - 13INFO21586 (swapcard.com) 

More about the EURegionsWeek here: European Week of Regions and Cities | 

The biggest European event dedicated to regional policy. (europa.eu) 

 

 

Resources from Birds@Farmland always close at hand on a new wiki 

The European Commission’s Birds@Farmland initiative supports Member States 

in fulfilling their duty to conserve wild birds living in agricultural landscapes. 

Meeting this obligation is essential to the successful outcome of the EU Green 

Deal, the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 and the Farm to Fork Strategy. 

Birds@Farmland will develop 20 farmland bird conservation schemes in 10 

Member States, based on sound scientific knowledge and on agricultural and 

land management practices proven to work: all EU Member States and 

stakeholders are invited to consider these conservation schemes in their own 

CAP Strategic Plans as well as other relevant policy tools. 

To access the Birds@Farmland wiki, which will be gradually enriched with project 

deliverables, you can use the EU Login account you have created for our 

Working together for Natura 2000 wiki (following these instructions). 

 

 

https://eu.app.swapcard.com/event/eu-regions-week/planning/UGxhbm5pbmdfNjMxMjU0
https://eu.app.swapcard.com/event/eu-regions-week/planning/UGxhbm5pbmdfNjMxMjU0
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/display/NATURABIOGEO/Working+together+for+Natura+2000
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/documents/EU%20login%20tutorial_for%20webpage%20when%20WIki%20is%20ready.pdf


Monitoring Natura 2000 wetlands using satellite imagery thanks to the Global 

Surface Water Explorer 

The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) has developed a global 

surface water dataset, the Global Surface Water Explorer (GSWE), based on more 

than 5 million satellite images obtained since 1985. This data can now be used to 

map and monitor changes in surface waters across the EU. It also supports 

indicator 6.6.1 on change in the extent of water-related ecosystems over time 

for the United Nations Environment’s Sustainable Development Goal on clean 

water and sanitation. 

Satellite imagery proves valuable to monitor the hydrological regime of 

temporarily or permanently flooded areas (such as floodplain forests and 

meadows, or sandbanks along rivers) as well as any deviation from this regime, 

including in Natura 2000 sites. 

 

Natura 2000 at the IUCN World Congress, 7 September 2021, online 

Were you a registered participant at the IUCN World Congress? If you missed the 

“Discover Natura 2000” session on 7 September, here is your chance to watch 

the replay! 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter  

Visit our Biogeographical Process Twitter account for the latest updates on seminars and networking events, as well as 

live postings from ongoing meetings. We also cover news from related projects such as LIFE+ projects or the work of 

organisations working towards Natura 2000 objectives. 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is financially supported by the European Commission. The Natura 2000 Biographical Process Consortium 

is solely responsible for the content. Content does not represent the opinion of the European Commission, nor is the 

European Commission responsible for any use that might be made of information appearing herein. 

 

The European Commission is committed to personal data protection. Any personal data is processed in line with the 

Regulation (EU) 2018/1725. Please read the privacy statement. 

 

© European Union, 2021. Reproduction is authorised provided the source is acknowledged. 
Our mailing address is: natura2000platform@wur.nl     

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

https://global-surface-water.appspot.com/
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/official-programme/session-43387
https://iucn2021.key4.live/
https://twitter.com/biogeoprocess?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/documents/BGP%20Privacy%20Statement.pdf
mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl
https://europa.us18.list-manage.com/profile?u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=76bf9b7264&e=f3b96f1036&c=a59c42d6ae
https://europa.us18.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=76bf9b7264&e=f3b96f1036&c=a59c42d6ae

